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between Islam and Christendom did not perhaps
witness, since the Pavement of the Martyrs and Al-
Zallaka, a battle with greater or more far-reaching
effects than that in which the flower of the French
army was destroyed in the plains of Egypt, and
the saintly King was taken prisoner. This is the
Crusade expedition which arrived in Egypt in 1249
A,D, (647 A.H.) in the days of AKMalik al-Salih, as
already stated. Among those fanatical expeditions, it
is one of- the most deserving to be termed a Crusade.
Louis IX did not come with his army to the East as
invader, seeking dominion and spoils of victory, and
was not moved by worldly ambition as Christian
princes and knights did before. They hurried to the
East and its rich ports only to fill their hands with
money and captives and to settle down as kings in its
flourishing fields. But Louis came to the East risking
his life and army in the cause of religion before
everything else, and to try to realize the triumph of
Christianity and save the Holy Land. He was not,
like his predecessors the Crusade princes, a tool in the
bands of the Church, but was guided by his own
inspiration and burning fervency for religion and its
cause, although in his policy he was but an interpreter
of the Church and executor of its projects.
In his policy and action Louis IX represented the
spirit of the age in which battles were raging every-
where between Christianity and her enemies. The
Crusades were raging continually between Islam and
Christianity in Spain, as they were between Christian-
ity and those who raised the standard of revolt against
it, such as the Albigences, the Gathers and other
heretical sects,
Loiiis IX came at the head of his knights and
troops with a great army to the waters of Egypt and
camped outside Damietta, as already stated. He wrote
to the King of Egypt, in the name of the Christian
nations, asking him to deliver up Egypt to him, in